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The start of a great adventure 
Hello and welcome to the ………………………. Scout Group. We hope this pack gives you the information you need as you join us, but please feel free to ask us questions. 
You are about to embark on an exciting adventure, filled with friendships and fun. We're Scouts and everyone's welcome here. All genders, races and backgrounds.
Scouts take part in a wide range of activities as diverse as kayaking, abseiling, expeditions overseas, photography, climbing and zorbing. As a Scout you can learn survival skills, first aid, computer programming or even how to fly a plane. There’s something for everyone. It’s a great way to have fun, make friends, get outdoors, express your creativity and experience the wider world.
‘I believe that Scouts empowers young people. It gives them skills to achieve the remarkable, and opportunities to develop a deeper understanding of the rapidly changing world.’ 
Tim Kidd, UK Chief Commissioner

[image: ]The group and sections
Our Group has a Beaver Colony, Cub Pack, Scout Troop and Explorer Unit.
 Beavers 6 to 8 years old, meet on ……………………………………………….
 Cubs 8 to 10 ½ years old, meet on ………………………………………………
 Scouts 10 ½ to 14 years old, meet on ………………………………………….
 Explorers 14 to 18 years old, meet on ………………………………………….
All sections meet in the ……………………………………………….

Meet the team
	
	Name
	Phone number
	E-mail address

	Group Scout Leader
	
	
	

	Beaver Leader
	
	
	

	Cub Leader
	
	
	

	Scout Leader
	
	
	

	Explorer leader
	
	
	

	Group Chair
	
	
	


The Scout values, law and promise
Everything we do is underpinned by 5 key values:
Integrity 
We say what we mean and when we make a promise, we keep it.
Respect 
We listen to others, explore our differences and work to find common ground.
Care 
Scouts are friends to all and think of others before themselves.
Belief 
We believe passionately in improving the lives and life chances of young people and helping them explore and develop their beliefs and attitudes.
Cooperation 
Scouting is about teamwork. We believe that when we work together we achieve more than we can on our own
All of our young people and adults also a promise that is relevant to their age and background. They can also be adapted for different beliefs and religions – we include everyone.
The Beaver		I promise to do my best
Scout Promise	To be kind and helpful
                         	And to love God

The Cub Scout	I promise that I will do my best
Promise		To do my duty to God and to the Queen,
                   		To help other people
                      		And to keep the Cub Scout Law

The Cub Scout  	Cub Scouts always do their best
Law			Think of others before themselves
                        	And do a good turn every day.

The Scout		On my honour, I promise that I will do my best,
Promise		To do my duty to God and to The Queen,
                          	To help other people,
                      		And to keep the Scout Law

The Scout		1) A Scout is to be trusted.
Law			2) A Scout is loyal.
                            	3) A Scout is friendly and considerate.
                            	4) A Scout belongs to the worldwide family of Scouts.
                              	5) A Scout has courage in all difficulties.
                            	6) A Scout makes good use of time and is careful of possessions and                          .                                      property.
                         	7) A Scout has self-respect and respect for others
Uniform
At regular meetings your child should wear the uniform below with casual bottoms. Guidance on the expected uniform for specific activities will be provided as needed.
· Beavers 		Turquoise sweatshirt and Group neckerchief
· Cub Scouts 		Dark green sweatshirt and Group neckerchief
· Scouts 		Teal green smart shirt and Group neckerchief.
· Explorers 		Beige smart shirt and Explorer neckerchief
[image: ]
Our Group neckerchief is ………………. These are provided by the Group. 
For activity wear there is a choice of optional polo shirts, available in turquoise for Beaver
Scouts and green for Cub Scouts and Scouts.
Uniform can be purchased online from https://shop.scouts.org.uk/. A number of school outfitters also stock Scout uniforms.

Badges
If you are taking part in amazing activities, then you will want something to prove you have done them.  Badges and awards are a huge part of Scouting, providing a framework of ideas for Leaders to follow and recognition to the young people for their achievements.  The details of the badges for each section can be found using these links.  
Beaver Scout Badges - https://www.scouts.org.uk/beavers/activity-badges/
Cub Scout Badges - https://www.scouts.org.uk/cubs/activity-badges/
Scout Badges - https://www.scouts.org.uk/scouts/activity-badges/
Explorer Scout Badges - https://www.scouts.org.uk/explorers/activity-badges/

Where do the badges go?
Beaver Scouts: https://www.scouts.org.uk/beavers/beavers-uniform-and-badge-placement/
Cub Scouts: https://www.scouts.org.uk/cubs/cubs-uniform-and-badge-placement/
Scouts: https://www.scouts.org.uk/scouts/scouts-uniform-and-badge-placement/
Explorer Scouts: https://www.scouts.org.uk/explorers/explorer-uniform-and-badge-placement/

There’s never any pressure to do badges. You can do as many or as few as they like. But for those up for a challenge, there are loads of exciting badges to aim for, such as the Chief Scout's Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards – these are the highest awards that Beavers, Cubs and Scouts can earn. And for those going even further, the Queen’s Scout Award is the top achievement for young people in Scouts.

How much does it cost?
Our membership cost is currently £……… per Week/Month/Year, per child. This is used to cover the day to day running costs of each section and the amounts payable to both our Scout District and Scout Headquarters to cover Insurance, Leader Training etc. Our other costs are covered by our fund-raising activities throughout the year.
As a Charity we can reclaim tax on any donations which we receive (and this includes Annual Membership Subscriptions) so long as the person making the payment has signed a simple Declaration stating that this is their wish and that they pay sufficient tax to cover the amount of the payment.  In return, the Inland Revenue will refund 25p for every £1.00p paid! 

Speak to us about the best way to pay the Membership Subscription and Gift Aid

Trips and activities
[image: ]When organising trips or activities we often have to impose a cut-off date for responses. This is generally due to the need to purchasing tickets, to complete all of the necessary risk assessments and to make arrangements with the “home contact” for the event.
We ask that parents make every effort to reply before the deadline.  Similarly, if subsequent to your child being accepted on a trip or activity, they are unable to attend please let us know as soon as possible.
For some activities, there may be a restriction on the number able to attend. In this case, we will operate a first come – first served policy.

There may also be times when we look to parents to help with transport. 

We appreciate that funds can sometimes be tight. If you need a bit of help towards the cost of camps etc or if you wish to spread the payments, please have a quiet word with one of the leaders.
It is our policy never to exclude any young person from any activity because of cost.
Photographs / video footage
The various sections regularly take part in a wide range of activities, organised at a Group,
District and County level. Many of these involve challenging activities, which the youngsters
involved often like evidence of to prove that they have taken part.

[image: ]At Group events, it is relatively easy for the Leaders in charge to take suitable and agreeable
photographs of the children involved. At larger events, such as District or County events, it is
not necessarily possible for the Leader to dictate what photographs might be taken or the
specific end use of the photographs. However, as the photographs would be taken as part of a
Scouting event they would need to comply with The Scout Association’s Safeguarding Policy,
as would photographs or video images taken during Group events.

Please ask if you have any questions concerning this. If we wish to use photos for any other
purposes, we will seek your permission. 



Safeguarding
Scouting develops young people’s confidence, but we know how daunting it can be for the one packing their overnight bag and waving them off at the gates. And we know it doesn’t necessarily get easier as they grow. 

Young people thrive in secure surroundings, at home and away. Wherever we go, we’re serious about keeping them safe.

As Scouts, we have a clear code of behaviour we expect everyone to abide by, known as the ‘Yellow Card’. This code is shared with all adults who interact with young people – regardless of their role – and is included in the training leaders receive. 

If you have any questions relating to this, either speak to the Leader or see the link below 
https://www.scouts.org.uk/information-for-parents/stay-safe/

[image: ]Keeping your personal information safe
Our Scout Group handles personal data and is responsible for the personal data it collects and uses. All adults in Scouting have a responsibility to comply with data protection law when handling or dealing with any personal data. Our Trustees are responsible for ensuring that adequate data protection systems are in place. Therefore, in simple terms your personal data will only be collected and used for activities directly relating to Scouting and the activities we provide. We will also ensure we keep your personal data for no longer than necessary for the purposes it was collected.

Did you know? 
9 out of 10 parents think their children would benefit from learning skills for life 
83% of parents think Scouts helps young people develop skills for life 
9 out of 10 UK adults think Scouts develop empathy
9 out of 10 UK adults think Scouts develop active listening skills. 11 of the 12 people to walk on the moon were Scouts.
Scouts have stood on the summit of Everest and at the South Pole.
Scouts are public spirited – all our leaders are volunteers and nearly half (47%) volunteer outside of Scouts too.
Over 160,000 adult volunteers in Scouting learn new skills, make new friends and make a positive impact in their communities. 
We offer over 200 activities from abseiling and coding to drama and water-zorbing. 
Over a quarter of UK Scouting’s membership is female.
Fancy giving something back?
· No experience necessary 					
· Choose your commitment 
· Utilise the skills you have
· Learn new ones.
[image: ]Help is always required – contact ……………………………………..for  more information.[image: ]
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